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I had a wonderful time with all of you at the President’s Training.  Again, thank you for coming out and supporting me.  This 

is the result of the reports you sent me: District 1 continues to do great things proving they are the Wonderful Ones!  They are 
providing educational programs with interesting speakers, classes in horticulture, floral design, educational series, and 
attending district sponsored training.  Members have gone on field trips, beautified their downtown areas, libraries, and parks.  
Community out-reach projects include awarding landscape designs to local home owners and helping Habitat for Humanity.  
Clubs find fun and interesting ways to raise funds to support these projects, give scholarships and help send kids to Wekiva.  
Clubs hosted Arbor Day programs and gave away trees.  Milton Garden Club held an Earth Day event.  Most of the clubs in the 
district maintain Blue Star Markers in their community.  Of special note, Garnier Beach Garden Club installed a second marker 
in their town.   

Projects of particular note in this year’s accomplishments are: 

 Partnering with Pensacola Interstate Fair again for another spectacular flower show. 

 Dogwood Garden Club planted two 40 foot containers on the NWF State College campus in honor of their French 
sister city commemorating a 20 year friendship. 

 We continue to donate to the Coral Reef Restoration and Penny Pines projects. 

 We are proud of the small Gulf Breeze club Dogwood for first time hosting our fall district meeting. We’ll be in 
costume for Halloween.  They are also first time attendees to the 2016 Convention and departed thrilled to be a part 
of FFGC. 

 At the other end of the spectrum, Pensacola Federation of Garden Clubs celebrates their 85th birthday with many of 
their members being second generation.   

 Pensacola’s Oleander Garden Club attended the 25th Anniversary of the Desert Storm Memorial.  25 years ago, they 
partnered with local groups to create a garden.  Van Blanchard, a Former FFGC President, sketched her vision on a 
napkin and the rest is history. 

 At the District Level: 
 101 attendees enjoyed another successful Short Course North.  Tina, ever a pioneer, offered non-club members the 

opportunity to become associate members for an additional $15.  This cost covers dues for NGC, FFGC, and District 1.  
Excitedly, 26 people accepted her offer and want to become club members.  Their names were shared to contact and 
recruit. 

 We donated $300 to Habitat for Humanity dividing it up among the 3 counties.  It was earmarked for landscaping new 
homes. 

 A President’s Training Day effectively prepared presidents for their role but also was informative for club members.  
An ice cream social followed. 

 A Blue Star Marker has been approved and ordered.  It will be placed at the Barrancas National Cemetery, NAS 
Pensacola. 

 Working In conjunction with the Florida Wildflowers/Native Plant Society we convinced our county commissioners (in 
the tri-county area) to approve a Wildflower Resolution protecting them on our state and county roads. 

 Finally and most proudly, at our Spring District Meeting, we voted to pay the additional 50 cents dues required by 
NGC.  A check was sent to FFGC to reimburse their coffers.  I challenge each district to do the same! 

So many projects “beyond our own backyards,” influencing so many lives in a myriad of positive ways...our District continues to 
share their time, talents, gifts and enthusiasm exemplifying the mission, goals and objectives of FFGC and NGC.  
      SHARON JOHNSON 

DISTRICT 1 DIRECTOR 
 

District Director 
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Presidents and Club Members Attend District Training Day 

By Sharon Johnson, District 1 Director 

 

Recently, club and circle presidents along with club members gathered to learn about topics important to them.    

Though the schedule of speakers was tight, members enjoyed learning and being with friends.  The day was casual as 

topics such as email etiquette, district procedures, reports and suspenses, and what a Fall Call is and how to register 

members.  Cinny O’Donnell, a Former FFGC President, presented an historical view of the organization and shared her 

experiences.  A skit demonstrating the value of using FFGC Wildapricot to renew membership had everyone laughing and 

was followed by a hands-on presentation of how to login and use the site.  After eating our brown-bag lunches, we had 

an ice cream social.  The time together proved as Cinny said, “FFGC stands for Finest Friends God Created.” 
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Linda Henderson, Melissa (H4H), Sharon Johnson 

DD, Sandra Sherman ADD, Jean Rognstad D-Sec, 

Carolyn Wright Pres Garnier Beach GC 

Through the generosity of FFGC, District 1 was able to donate $300 to Escambia, 

Oklaloosa, and Walton counties’ Habitat for Humanity.  The money donated was 

earmarked to help beautify the landscape of a new home in each county.  Escambia’s 

Habitat for Humanity (which also serves Santa Rosa County) included us in an article 

published in their HabiChat magazine.  Okaloosa will feature a write-up in the NWF Daily 

News this coming fall.  It’s wonderful to be a part of an organization doing things for 

others! 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  

  
 

DESERT STORM MEMORIAL 

Twenty five years ago, Oleander Garden Club partnered with Ed Morreale representing the 
Telephone Pioneers, and Captain Mark Gibson of the U,S.Navy Public Works Dept. to establish a 

Desert Storm Memorial Garden on the grounds of the Naval Air Stat ion  in Pensacola.  I am told that 
Van Blanchard, known to many garden club members as a former State President of the Florida 

Federation of Garden Clubs, attended a meeting with representatives of those organizations.  Van 
drew a sketch of her vision of the garden on a paper napkin.  Her plan was adopted and approved 

by a landscape architect.  The work of raising funds to provide the plants and hardscape for the 

garden began. 

Telephone Pioneers and Oleander Garden Club members sold plants, T shirts, and so licited 

donations.  The Navy provided the site for the garden as well as the labor needed to plant, lay 
bricks and the many other tasks necessary to lay out the garden.  When a suitable material for a 

dedication block was needed, the Navy discovered a block of granite in a warehouse which proved 

to be the perfect solution.   

The dedication of the garden was held on July 4, 1991.  Dignitaries from the participating 

organizations and families of those who lost their lives in Desert Storm were in attendance.  This 
year marked the twenty fifth anniversary of that dedication.    

Not only was Capt. Gibson instrumental in planning and directing the building of the garden but 

service it was his inspiration that led to the planning of the 25 th Anniversary memorial .service.  He 
contacted members of the Telephone Pioneers and the Oleander Garden Club asking them to                                            

participate in the 25 th Anniversary Ceremony.  The Ceremony                                             was 
held in the Desert Storm Memorial                                             Garden on July 8 th. The garden, 

now fully grown was in full bloom. The day was very warm but the shelter of the trees and a cool 
breeze brought comfortable surroundings to all.  We were delighted to welcome the family of Tech 

Sgt. John Oelschlager who perished Jan 31 st, 1991.  They had attended the dedication ceremony in 

1991 so it was so special to have them with us.  Ed Morreale of the Telephone Pioneers and Cinny 
O’Donnell, Oleander Garden Club President, shared their memories of the hours of planning and 

work that resulted in this special project. Capt. Gibson recited the names of those Americans killed 
in action in Desert Storm.  Taps closed this moving ceremony.  

Cinny O’Donnell    

President, Oleander Garden Club 
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 Oleander Secretary, Jean 

Rosenberg welcomes 

Mrs. Oeschlager 
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FUN WITH FLOWERS 

 
WHAT: Fun with Flowers Classes  
                   Learn the art of floral design according to the 

Elements and Principles of Design  
WHEN:       Third Thursday of every month—      

beginning September 15, 2016 from 
10:00-12:00 Noon 

WHERE:  North Room, Educational Wing of Gulf  
Breeze Presbyterian Church, 100 Andrew Jackson 
Trail 

 
COST: $20 for each of the first three classes—Sep. Oct. and 

Nov-- then only $10 per month through May 2017 – 

Covers all flowers, container and supplies 

REGISTRATION DEADLINE: Sep. 8, 2017 

INSTRUCTOR:  Linda Henderson, Certified Floral Design Instructor 

and National Flower Show Judge, 

Martylinda@msn.com; 850-910-2432 

DIRECTIONS:  Hwy 98, turn onto Daniel Drive at Panera Bread, pass 

Coastal Bank, St. Ann Catholic Church and GBPC is on 

the corner. Park in north parking lot near the 

playground. 

 

Designers want me to dress like Spring, in billowing things. I 

don't feel like Spring. I feel like a warm red Autumn. 

 Marilyn Monroe 
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Pensacola Federation of Garden Clubs 
 

 
 Pensacola Federation of Garden Clubs 

 PFGC has 12 Circles and 247 Members 
 Several successful events were well attended and enjoyed by all: 

  * Community in-door Garage Sales at the Garden Center held in April, August 
              * Annual Ed Series (From the Ground Up) in February 
              * Annual Tour of Tables in March- Pre-view Night and Luncheon 

  * Annual District 1 Annual Meeting – PFGC planned and Hosted in April the District 1 Meeting           
   * The Secret Garden Tour displaying local 7 gardens was held– May 21 and 22 

 Three major projects completed –  
o Renovated the Garden Center Office and Library 
o Replaced the AC/Heating Unit in the Café  
o Replaced the PA System in the Auditorium 

Planning for the fall events: 
* Two Flower Shows are being held at the Pensacola Fairgrounds in October. Shows will be judged on 

Wednesday, October 19th and Tuesday, October 24 . 
* The PFGC 85th Birthday Year– A special celebration is being planned for Sunday, November 13th. 2-4 

PM. (The Garden Center was built in 1962 and has served the Community with services and events. 
Members’ who had a dream and a love of gardening built the Center 54 years ago. Today several PFGC and 
District 1 members are the daughters of past PFGC members and are continuing in their Mother’s footsteps.) 

 

 

Azalea Garden Club of Pace 
Programs in January, February and March were garden related. 
  *   April the Florida Federation of Garden Clubs accepted us as their newest member 
          * To celebrate we had a tea 
  *   Over the summer months we started setting up our outreach programs. 
          *   Will give programs (both children and adults) at Pace Library 
          *   Planning and planting a memorial garden at a park 
  *   August we had a welcome coffee for our members and prospective new members   
         *We welcomed five new members.  
  *   Programs for the coming year include roses, hydrangeas, birds, designs and field trips. 
  *   Azalea members are excited to start giving back to the community of Pace.   
 

 

Winter is an etching, spring a watercolor, summer an oil painting and autumn a mosaic of them all.  

Stanley Horowitz 



Garnier Beach Garden Club 
 Arbor Day tree giveaway 

 Programs focused on pollinators/insects 

 Annual plant sale that supports the programs and projects for 2016-2017 

 Installation and dedication of our second Blue Star Memorial Marker.  This was is located 

at the Bud and Dorie Day Patriots’ Trail 

 Received 5 FFGC awards: 

o Two wildflower projects created by students 

o Yearbook Award; received second place in Deep South Region 

o Horticulture Achievement 

o Butterfly Sanctuary on school grounds 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mark your calendars for the 5th Annual Christmas Tour of Homes in Milton; Friday & Saturday, 
December 3 & 4; 11 AM – 4 PM; tickets $10/person,  available at Garden Club or presale from any 
MGC member. 

 Arbor Day Celebration – MGC hosted a community event with SRC Extension Services and the 
Forestry Services.  We gave away 800 tree seedlings. 

 3rd Annual Milton Bridal Show – Dogwood Circle Fundraiser featuring circle members as models. 
  Earth Day – MG Club hosted a Coffee, Tea, & Thee Earth Day Celebration and Plant Sale;  We 

provided gardening tips to go natural, recycle, and go green. Garden tours provided to the public and 
helped children plant flowers in our gardens. 

 ‘Adopt a spot’ – planting and maintaining flower pots at the Historic Imogene Theatre.  
   Blue Star Marker – planting and maintaining seasonal red/white/blue flowers in a new raised brick 

flower bed. 
     Historic Milton Cemetery – maintained our adopted/abandoned graves. 

 

Milton Garden Club 
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SHORT COURSE NORTH:  Thanks to everyone who attended the 8th annual Short Course 
North this year. We had 101 people register to hear our speakers and learn myriad facts about the 
"Anatomy of a Garden". For hosting this event, the District realized a profit of approximately 
$1,500 from this one event! Thanks to all who participated in our silent auction and purchased 
plants from our vendors and to all who helped with organizing this event. Out of 33 non-garden 
club members in attendance, 26 agreed to join the District, FFGC and NGC!! These folks are 
looking for a garden club to join locally, so please do not hesitate to invite them to your garden 
club meetings! Next year's Short Course North will be held back in Milton at the Santa Rosa 
Extension office on 10-11 August 2017. Next year's theme is" How does your garden grow?"  See 
you there! 

 

BLUE STAR MEMORIAL MARKER: District I had obtained permission from the Department of 
Veteran Affairs to install a Blue Star Memorial Marker at the Barrancas National Cemetery aboard NAS 
Pensacola. The marker has been ordered and plans are in the works to plan a dedication event hopefully in 
December. Stay tuned from more information! 

 



 

  

Dogwood Garden Club of Gulf Breeze 

Our members have been very busy this summer! On 
June 29th we went on a field trip to North Pensacola to 
pick blueberries. After two hours, we were able to take 
many pounds home to eat and freeze for later. 

We have been gathering our resources and collecting 
our skills to make our upcoming Fall District I meeting 
(Oct. 4, 2016) a beautiful, spooky, goodtime. Our Chair, 
Linda Henderson, has everyone working--planning, 
designing, cutting and sewing our Halloween themed 
meeting. I can’t wait to see everyone in costume! 

Several of our members were able to attend Short 
Course North and the Director’s Training Class. Master 
Gardeners have been busy with butterflies and Jr. 
Gardeners and let’s not forget our “Fun with Flowers” 
classes which will kick off on September 15th.  

 

 

 

 

Our classes are offered on the third Thursday of 
every month Sep through May. If interested, please 
call Linda at 850-936-4950. 

Our newest program “Garden of the Month” 
chose its first recipients—Mr. & Mrs. Ron Harris. 
Thank you Geneva Tilley, one of our newest 
members, for donating our new, beautiful “Garden 
of the Month” yard sign. 
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WILD FLOWER RESOLUTION: Congratulations to Escambia and Santa Rosa counties for the adoption of 
a Wildflower Resolution by their County Commissioners. What does this mean? It means that we have now 
protected wildflowers that are naturally occurring along our state and county highways! This resolution locally 
defines the Federal Law, "Fixing America's Surface Transportation" (FAST) Act signed into law December 2015, 
allowing for a Pollinator Partnership in maintaining roadsides for pollinators--establishment, restoration, 
management and maintenance of designated areas. In other words, the state Department of Transportation will 
reduce mowing in identified wildflower areas and use integrated vegetation management to control noxious and 
aquatic weeds while protecting native species for habitat forage, migratory way stations or corridors for Monarch 
butterflies and other native pollinators and honey bees. 

What can you do to help? Please help us identify area where naturally occurring wildflowers are growing so 
we can work with the FDOT to preserve these areas. 

                    

 

             

Dogwood Garden 

Club of Gulf Breeze 
 



 

DISTRICT I FALL MEETING   

Please reserve October 4, 2016 on your calendar and plan to attend the District I Fall 

Meeting hosted by the Dogwood Garden Club of Gulf Breeze. It will be held in the gymnasium 

of the Gulf Breeze Presbyterian Church, 100 Andrew Jackson Trail. Registration opens around 

8:00 a.m. and the Director will call the meeting to order around 9:15 a.m. These times are at 

her discretion. Of course you will want to meet your state officers and find out what is going 

on around the state. 

Our theme is Halloween.  We are asking everyone to come in costume and there will be a 

prize for the best one. Please start planning your Halloween costume NOW so you won’t be 

struggling with it at the last minute. You can at least wear a mask… 

There will be opportunity drawing baskets, auctions, door prizes, plant sales, 50/50 

drawing, Ways and Means table items, etc. There will be lots of fun to be had by all.  Come on 

down, Yah Hear!! More later….. 
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